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(U) LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE: The information marked (U//LES) in this document is the 
property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and may be distributed within the federal 
government (and its contractors), US intelligence, law enforcement, public safety or protection 
officials and individuals with a need to know. Distribution beyond these entities without FBI 
authorization is prohibited. Precautions should be taken to ensure this information is stored and/or 
destroyed in a manner that precludes unauthorized access. Information bearing the LES caveat may 
not be used in legal proceedings without first receiving authorization from the originating agency. 
Recipients are prohibited from subsequently posting the information marked LES on a website on an 
unclassified network without first obtaining FBI approval.
(U) Warning: This is an information report, not finally evaluated intelligence. It is being shared for 
informational purposes but has not been fully evaluated, integrated with other information, 
interpreted or analyzed. Receiving agencies are requested not to take action based on this raw 
reporting without prior coordination with the FBI.
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(U//LES) Use of the Board Named /pol/ on the Website 8ch.net by the Subject of the San 
Diego County Synagogue Shooting and Mosque Arson, as of April 2019

SOURCE: (U) An FBI Agent.

(U//LES) The San Diego FBI is releasing this report to raise law enforcement awareness of the connection 
between the board named /pol/ on the website 8ch.net and the 27 April 2019 synagogue shooting in Poway, 
California, and the 24 March 2019 mosque arson in Escondido, California.

(U//LES) On 27 April 2019, the subject of the synagogue shooting created a thread titled *ahem* on the 
board named /pol/ on the website 8ch.net. Within the thread, he created a post that included a photo to the 
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board named /pol/ on the website 8ch.net. Within the thread, he created a post that included a photo to the 
left of the text; an introduction; a link to a Facebook livestream; multiple links to an "open letter" on 
websites pastebin.com and mediafire.com; and a conclusion with "meme-able songs." Shortly after posting, 
the subject shot multiple victims at the synagogue.

(U//LES) On 24 March 2019, the subject spray-painted the message "For Brenton Tarrant t. /pol/" in the 
Escondido mosque parking lot. Then the subject ignited a liquid accelerant on the side of the mosque.

(U) Comments

(U//LES) The subject formatted his post almost identical to the 15 March 2019 post created by the shooter in 
the attacks on the Christchurch, New Zealand, mosques. The Christchurch shooter created a thread titled 
*ahem* on the board named /pol/ on the website 8ch.net prior to the attacks. Within the thread, he created a 
post that included a photo to the left of the text; an introduction; a link to a Facebook livestream; multiple 
links to “writings” on websites mediafire.com and other file sharing websites; and a conclusion.

(U//LES) The spray-painted message at the Escondido mosque was a reference to the Christchurch shooter 
and the board named /pol/ on the website 8ch.net.

(U//LES) According to open source information, 8ch.net, also called 8chan, Infinitechan, or Infinitychan (sometimes 
stylized as chan), is a imageboard website composed of user-created threads. In 8ch.net, the board named /pol/ is ∞

titled “Politically Incorrect.” Within the /pol/ board, a user can create a thread in which others can post comments, 
images, and videos.

(U//LES) Law enforcement agencies should be aware of posts formatted in the above described manner on the 8ch.net 
website within the board named /pol/ as they may be indicative of potential threats.

(U) This report has been prepared by the SAN DIEGO Division of the FBI. Comments and queries may be 
addressed to the SAN DIEGO Division at 858-320-1800.
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Distribution
San Diego Law Enforcement Coordination Center; Imperial Valley Law Enforcement Coordination Center



UNCLASSIFIED//LES

UNCLASSIFIED//LES
4

FBI Customer Satisfaction Survey

Please take a moment to complete this survey and help evaluate the quality, value, and relevance of our product. 
Your response will help us serve you more effectively and efficiently in the future. Thank you for your cooperation 
and assistance. Please return to:
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
SAN DIEGO DIVISION 
10385 Vista Sorrento Parkway
San Diego, CA 92121
Fax: 858-587-2338

Customer and Product Information
SIR Tracking ID: SIR-00326893116
Product Title:  (U//LES) Use of the Board Named /pol/ on the Website 8ch.net by the Subject of the San 
Diego County Synagogue Shooting and Mosque Arson, as of April 2019 
Dated: ___________________________________________
Customer Agency: ___________________________________________
 
Relevance to Your Intelligence Needs
1.     The product increased my knowledge of an issue or topic. (Check one)

___5.  Strongly Agree
___4.  Somewhat Agree
___3.  Neither Agree or Disagree
___2.  Somewhat Disagree
___1.  Strongly Disagree

 
Actionable Value
2.     The product helped me decide on a course of action. (Check one)

___5.  Strongly Agree
___4.  Somewhat Agree
___3.  Neither Agree or Disagree
___2.  Somewhat Disagree
___1.  Strongly Disagree

 
Timeliness Value
3.     The product was timely to my needs. (Check one)

___5.  Strongly Agree
___4.  Somewhat Agree
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___3.  Neither Agree or Disagree
___2.  Somewhat Disagree
___1.  Strongly Disagree

 

Comments (please use reverse or attach separate page if needed):
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